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Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption
"Just Mercy," is a true story film produced by Warner Bros. Pictures and released on December 25, 2019. The home release date for the film was April 14, 2020, it was produced in English, and it had a run-time of 137 minutes. The film's country of origin is the United States of America, and it has been classified in the Biography, Drama film genre. The thematic content of this film is rated 13.
Destin Dustin Cretton and Andrew Lanham wrote the film's script, and Destin Dustin Cretton directed it. The "Just Mercy," 2019, film is a true story based on Bryan Stevenson's 2014 memoir, "Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption." The film follows attorney Bryan Stevenson, played by Michael B. Jordan, who fights to overturn the wrongful conviction of Walter McMillian, played by Jamie Foxx (Gilbertson, 2017).
The film addresses several themes, such as advocacy and resistance. In the film, Bryan Stevenson emphasizes the importance of active resistance towards unfair institutions by describing racism, corruption, and cruelty that pervade American court systems and lead to the systematic abuse of marginalized communities (Clarke, 2016). Stevenson describes court cases in which the court-appointed lawyers of marginalized defendants have failed to present evidence, explore leads, or make appeals that could have freed their clients. An attorney likes Stevenson who is willing to go to any lengths to help his clients. Advocates committed to reforming the justice system can mean the difference between life and death for these individuals.
The film has the theme of Systemic Power, Oppression, and Dehumanization. Legal structures meant to protect Americans and ensure fair treatment have been biased and turned into tools that contribute to the systematic oppression of marginalized groups such as African Americans, women, and the disabled (Stevenson, 2019). One of the most controversial themes in this film is empathy, mercy, and humanization. According to the film, anyone can make a mistake, some of which might be bigger than others. Over time, people need to be granted mercy for mistakes that they made. According to Stevenson, giving harsh punishments to people who have made mistakes is not the right way to go forward because punishment perpetuates violence instead of deterring it. Stevenson proposes a different approach of giving mercy to unexpecting or undeserving perpetrators. According to him, this approach will break the cycle of violence and hatred that is characteristic of the criminal justice system.
The film's plot revolves around a young Black man named Walter McMillian (Jamie Foxx) who was driving home from work when he was stopped by police, arrested, and charged with a murder he didn't commit. Walter was guilt before the law following a sham trial and was eventually put on death row. Walter's case was just a drop in the ocean, and it demonstrated how the criminal justice system is biased against certain groups of people (Gilbertson, 2017). In the case of Walter, the virtue of being a black man was enough to wrongfully convict him of a crime he did not commit without a fair trial and representation. This film is a mirror of how biased the criminal justice system is.
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